
Part of Ocean Location Characteristics Information 

 

Continental Shelf 

 

Beside the continent 

(land) 

 

 

-shallow 

-0-430 feet deep 

 

Lots of life 

and recreation 

 

 

Continental Slope 

 

Past the continental 

shelf 

 

 

-steep drop 

 

currents brush against 

it 

 

Continental Rise 

 

Bottom of the 

continental slope 

Gentle slope of 

sediments deposited by 

currents 

sediments:  clay, mud, 

sand from continental 

slope settle here 

 

Abyssal Plain 

 

Ocean Floor 

 

 

Flat, cold, lightless, lots 

of pressure 

 

2 ½ -3 ½  miles deep 

 

Trench 

 

Ocean Floor 

 

 

 

a deep, narrow valley 

Deepest Trench is 

Mariana Trench 6.6 

miles deep 

 

Seamount 

 

Ocean Floor  

 

 

Magma from divergent 

plates  cools and builds 

high enough to create 

islands 

 

Hawaiian islands were 

created this way 
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